
 

 
 

 
For Immediate Release 
April 20, 2023 

 

United States Marian Apparition Site Changes Name to National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion 
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help takes the name of the present-day location of approved apparitions 

CHAMPION, Wis. — The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is excited to announce its official 
name change to The National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion following the newly added Mass with the 
liturgical rank of Solemnity on its grounds.  

In 2023, the National Shrine received notification from the Holy See’s Dicastery for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments confirming the ability to celebrate an annual Solemnity Day* on the 
grounds of the Shrine under the title of “Our Lady of Champion” every October 9 - the established 
anniversary day of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s second and third apparitions to Adele Brise in 1859. The 
inaugural Solemnity Mass of Our Lady of Champion will be celebrated at the National Shrine this 
October 9, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. 

“It will be a day of highest honor at the National Shrine,” said Bishop David L. Ricken of the Diocese of 
Green Bay. “This new Solemnity of Our Lady of Champion, although only celebrated on the grounds of 
the National Shrine at this time, is a day to remember the profound messages of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and her unique presence in the United States.”  

Consistent with Champion Shrine’s new Solemnity under the title "Our Lady of Champion,” and in 
keeping with similar nomenclature used for other approved Marian Apparition Sites worldwide that take 
the name of the location where the apparitions occur, the Wisconsin Shrine will officially change its 
name to The National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion. It will begin its steady transition from Our Lady of 
Good Help to Our Lady of Champion this coming May and culminate with the Solemnity on October 9.    

“We recognize that the title of Our Lady of Good Help is very close to many hearts, as it is for the 
Shrine,” said Bishop Ricken. “For many, the title of Our Lady of Good Help has been attributed to an 
abundance of graces received. While these titles are helpful for us, the faithful, in remembering an 
association with a message or place, they ultimately all refer to the same Blessed Virgin Mary, whose 
only desire is to bring souls to her son, Jesus.” 

For over 160 years, the chapel on the grounds of the Marian Apparition site was dedicated under the 
title of “Our Lady of Good Help.” Its history dates to 1861 when Belgian settlers inscribed the phrase 
“Notre Dame De Bon Secours, Priez Pour Nous” over the chapel’s entrance. This is translated into “Our 
Lady of Good Help, Pray for Us” – a popular Belgian devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary.   

“While we will always have a deep devotion to the title and history of Our Lady of Good Help, we are 
excited to take this step to further identify Our Blessed Mother to the location and community in which 
she appeared,” said Fr. Joseph Aytona, CPM, rector of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help. 
“Not only will this step align more closely with other beloved Marian Apparition sites around the world, 

https://championshrine.org/


but it will also help address any confusion that has existed in the past related to the Blessed Mother’s 
title in reference to the National Shrine, titles such as Our Lady of Good Health, Our Lady of Good Hope, 
Our Lady Help of Christians, and Our Lady of Perpetual Help.” 

In 2010, Bishop David L. Ricken declared the Blessed Virgin Mary’s apparitions to Adele Joseph Brise in 
1859 as worthy of belief, making it the first and only approved Marian Apparition Site in the United 
States. At the time of the apparitions, the Wisconsin town’s name was Robinsonville. However, 
forwarded by the suggestion of the seer Adele, the town’s name changed to Champion – fulfilling a 
promise she made to the Blessed Virgin to serve in Champion, Belgium. 

With this new Solemnity and name change to the National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion, the Marian 
Apparition Site hopes to bring greater awareness to the Blessed Virgin Mary’s presence in Champion, 
Wisconsin, and to her remarkable message for the world today.  

# # #  
 

*The Solemnity of Our Lady of Champion will not be included in the Diocese of Green Bay liturgical 
calendar at this time, nor in the Proper Calendar for the Dioceses of the United States of America or 
General Roman Calendar. The Solemnity will currently only be celebrated on the grounds of the National 
Shrine in Champion, Wisconsin.  
 
About the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help 
Located in Champion, Wisconsin, The National Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help is the first and only 
Marian Apparition Site in the United States approved by the authority of the Catholic Church. The Shrine 
covers the peace-filled holy ground where Mary, the mother of Jesus, appeared to a Belgian immigrant 
woman named Adele Brise on October 9, 1859, identifying herself as "The Queen of Heaven who prays 
for the conversion of sinners.” Six years after the 2010 decree of authenticity was made, the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops designated the site in Champion as a National Shrine. The 
National Shrine continues the mission of Adele Brise – to foster conversion, teach the children, and 
minister to the sick and old.  
 
For more information on the Shrine, its history and events, visit www.championshrine.org or follow 
along on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. To sign up for its newsletter, click here. 
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